
Cambrai Primary School  

Key Stage 1 | Geography Curriculum  

 
The primary intent for our Key Stage 1 Geography Curriculum: (what does ready for KS2 mean?) 

 Children to know that geography is a subject – focussing on learning about the world’s locations and the reasons they are 

as they are (including the impact of humans).  

 Understand that ‘field work’ is at the heart of geography – observing and learning first hand  

 Understand that geography and science are closely linked – with evidence generally leading to facts being established  

 Know their place in the world – where they live and how that fits in to the wider world  

 Know the key knowledge identified in each unit, so that they have a firm knowledge base to study at KS2 

 

Key Stage Overview 
 Autumn Spring Summer 

 1 2 1 2 1 2 

Year 1 
Locations: the 

Continents  

 Physical Features: 

An Island Home  

London: A 

Comparison to 

Home  

Hot and Cold 

Places  

The Local 

Environment  

Year 2 
Map Skills: The UK    The World: Planning a Journey  Kenya: A 

Comparison with 

Home  

 

 

Year 1 

  
Dinosaurs – Locational Knowledge  Topic: Dinosaurs  Term: Autumn 1 

Foundations of previous learning: Early Years Curriculum  

Children know about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, materials and living things. They talk about the features of their own 

immediate environment and how environments might vary from one another. 

Unit Learning 

Substantive Knowledge  Disciplinary Knowledge  Key Transferrable Vocabulary  

 name and locate the world’s seven 

continents (linked to where different 

dinosaurs have been found) 

 knowing on a map, what is land and what 

is sea 

 name and locate the world’s five oceans 

 use basic geographical vocabulary when 

learning about prehistoric environments 

across the world, to refer to: 

o beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, 

mountain, sea, ocean, river, 

soil, valley, vegetation, season 

and weather 

 know about events and conditions that 

had an effect on dinosaurs – including 

their extinction  

Geographical skills and fieldwork  

use world maps, atlases and globes  

 

use simple compass directions to describe the 

location of features and routes on a map  

 

use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to 

recognise landmarks and basic human and 

physical features 

 

devise a simple map; and use and construct 

basic symbols in a key 

 

use simple fieldwork and observational skills to 

study the geography of their school and its 

grounds and the key human and physical 

features of its surrounding environment. 

Beach 

Cliff 

Coast 

Forest 

Hill 

Mountain 

Sea 

 

Ocean 

River 

Soil 

Valley 

Vegetation 

Season 

weather 

Key Subject Specific Vocabulary  

Europe 

Asia 

North America 

South America 

Antarctica  

Oceania  

Pangea  

Pacific ocean  

Sothern ocean  

Indian ocean  

Atlantic ocean  

Arctic ocean  

Palaeontology  

 

 

 

 

An Island Home – Locational Knowledge / Physical & Human Features  Topic: Katie Morag  Term: Spring 1 

Foundations of previous learning: Early Years Curriculum  

Children know about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, materials and living things. They talk about the features of their own 

immediate environment and how environments might vary from one another. 

Year1: children should know the 7 continents and 5 oceans from which to place Struay (Coll) in context. Children should know they key vocabulary of:  

beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather 

Unit Learning 

Substantive Knowledge  Disciplinary Knowledge  Key Transferrable Vocabulary  

 Ask and respond to questions about 

places/environment.  

 To know the differences between where 

we live and a small Island like Struay 

 To know what is special about Scotland – 

what is it famous for? (landscape, oil, 

culture)  

 Explain what changes are taking place in 

the local environment.  

 To be able to label a map with key 

features of Struay (physical and human 

features)  

 To know how to read maps to locate 

different places. 

 To use language associated with position 

when explaining locations and 

geographical features. 

 To know that the fictional island is based 

around The Isle of Coll. 

This unit of work will include a geography field 

trip to the beach / river to identify geographical 

features  

Geographical skills and fieldwork  

use world maps, atlases and globes  

 

use simple compass directions to describe the 

location of features and routes on a map  

 

use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to 

recognise landmarks and basic human and 

physical features 

 

devise a simple map; and use and construct 

basic symbols in a key 

 

use simple fieldwork and observational skills to 

study the geography of their school and its 

grounds and the key human and physical 

features of its surrounding environment. 

Landmarks 

UK 

United Kingdom 

Map 

Front behind 

Next to  

far away 

Near to 

Weather 

Patterns 

Temperature 

Similarities 

Differences 

Village  

Town  

City 

Sea 

Ocean 

Beach 

mountain, 

farm 

field 

tractor 

fishing 

boats 

tide 

pier 

hillside 

mainland 

bay 

Key Subject Specific Vocabulary  

Atlas 

Globe 

Geographical  

Location 

 

Local environment 

Peat 

Country  

Continent  

Island  



 

London – Locational Knowledge  Topic: London   Term: Spring 2 

Foundations of previous learning: Early Years Curriculum  

Children know about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, materials and living things. They talk about the features of their own 

immediate environment and how environments might vary from one another. 

Year1: children should know the 7 continents and 5 oceans from which to place Struay (Coll) in context. Children should know they key vocabulary of:  

beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather. To be able to label a map with key features of 

Struay (physical and human features). To know how to read maps to locate different places. To use language associated with position when explaining 

locations and geographical features. 

Unit Learning 

Substantive Knowledge  Disciplinary Knowledge  Key Transferrable Vocabulary  

 To know where the UK is, in relation to 

Europe and the World  

 To know the 4 countries and their capital 

cities of the United Kingdom. 

 To know the physical and human 

differences between where we live and 

London. 

 To know the area they live in – and find it 

on a map (nearest city)  

 To know the similarities between where we 

live and London. 

 To identify London landmarks. 

 To be able to label a map with key 

features of London. 

 To know how to read maps to locate 

different places. 

 To use language associated with position 

when explaining locations and 

geographical features. 

 To know that in the UK, the more south 

that the location is, the warmer it often is 

(link to north / south poles, equator)  

Geographical skills and fieldwork  

use world maps, atlases and globes  

 

use simple compass directions to describe the 

location of features and routes on a map  

 

use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to 

recognise landmarks and basic human and 

physical features 

 

devise a simple map; and use and construct 

basic symbols in a key 

 

use simple fieldwork and observational skills to 

study the geography of their school and its 

grounds and the key human and physical 

features of its surrounding environment. 

Landmarks 

London 

Landmark 

Front behind 

Next to far away 

Near to 

Weather 

Airports 

Train stations 

Underground  

‘The City’  

Patterns 

Geographical 

features 

Location 

Temperature 

Similarities 

Differences 

Local environment 

Royal palace  

Parks  

Theatre  

Key Subject Specific Vocabulary  

UK 

United Kingdom 

Capital city 

Map 

Atlas 

Globe 

High rise  

Skyscraper  

North  

South  

East  

West  

Equator  

North / south poles  

 

 

 

Hot and Cold Places   Topic: Animals of the World  Term: Summer 1 

Foundations of previous learning: Early Years Curriculum  

Children know about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, materials and living things. They talk about the features of their own 

immediate environment and how environments might vary from one another. 

Year1: children should know the 7 continents and 5 oceans from which to place Struay (Coll) in context. Children should know they key vocabulary of:  

beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather. To be able to label a map with key features of 

Struay (physical and human features). To know how to read maps to locate different places. To use language associated with position when explaining 

locations and geographical features. In the previous term, the children have also briefly looked at the idea of warmer countries being closer to the 

equator – this unit will deepen this knowledge.  

Unit Learning 

Substantive Knowledge  Disciplinary Knowledge  Key Transferrable Vocabulary  

 the location of hot and cold areas of the 

world in relation to the Equator and the 

North and South Poles 

 knowing some countries located on the 

equator and close to the north / south 

poles  

 use basic geographical vocabulary to 

refer to: key physical features, including: 

beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, 

sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, 

season and weather 

 to be able to suggest a suitable place for 

an animal to live, based on it’s needs 

(e.g., this animal likes to swim in salt water 

and likes a hot place to live all year round)  

Geographical skills and fieldwork  

use world maps, atlases and globes  

 

use simple compass directions to describe the 

location of features and routes on a map  

 

use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to 

recognise landmarks and basic human and 

physical features 

 

devise a simple map; and use and construct 

basic symbols in a key 

 

use simple fieldwork and observational skills to 

study the geography of their school and its 

grounds and the key human and physical 

features of its surrounding environment. 

World 

Continents 

 

Animals 

Community 

Countries 

Key Subject Specific Vocabulary  

Adaptation 

Landscape 

Observations 

Physical features 

Human features 

Co-ordinates 

Climate  

Classify 

Map 

Atlas 

Habitats 

Key 

Equator  

North / south poles  

 
The Local Environment – A Study    Topic: Wildlife Garden   Term: Summer 2 

Foundations of previous learning:  

Year1: children should know the 7 continents and 5 oceans from which to place Struay (Coll) in context. Children should know they key vocabulary of:  

beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather. To be able to label a map with key features of 

Struay (physical and human features). To know how to read maps to locate different places. To use language associated with position when explaining 

locations and geographical features. In the previous term, the children have also briefly looked at the idea of warmer countries being closer to the 

equator – this unit will deepen this knowledge. 

Unit Learning 

Substantive Knowledge  Disciplinary Knowledge  Key Transferrable Vocabulary  

 Draw a simple map of the school and 

grounds, labelling particular features.  

 Name, describe and group features of the 

home/school environment from first hand 

observation, responding to simple 

questions. 

 To study the school environment and 

suggest ways in order to improve it (e.g. 

impact of litter, noise, pollution, wildlife 

areas etc)  

Geographical skills and fieldwork  

use world maps, atlases and globes  

 

use simple compass directions to describe the 

location of features and routes on a map  

 

use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to 

recognise landmarks and basic human and 

physical features 

 

devise a simple map; and use and construct 

basic symbols in a key 

 

Landmarks 

Map 

Atlas 

Globe 

Front behind 

Next to far away 

Near to 

Geographical 

features 

Location 

Similarities 

Differences 

Changes 

Over time 

North 

South 

East 

West 

Litter 

Noise  

 

Key Subject Specific Vocabulary  

Local environment Geographical 



use simple fieldwork and observational skills to 

study the geography of their school and its 

grounds and the key human and physical 

features of its surrounding environment. 

Compass directions 

Pollution  

Environment 

 

Year 2  

 
Map Skills    Topic: Great Fire of London    Term: Autumn 1  

Foundations of previous learning:  

Year1: To know where the UK is, in relation to Europe and the World. To know the 4 countries and their capital cities of the United Kingdom. To know the 

physical and human differences between where we live and London. To know how to read maps to locate different places. 

Unit Learning 

Substantive Knowledge  Disciplinary Knowledge  Key Transferrable Vocabulary  

 Name and locate the surrounding seas of 

the UK.  

 Explain how a London has changed over 

time due to population growth.  

 Use information texts and the web to 

gather information about the world’s 

human and physical geography.  

 Use compass directions (North, South, East 

and West) to describe the location of 

geographical features and routes on a 

map. 

 Use simple grid reference vocabulary to 

locate the UK in relation to the rest of the 

world. 

 Use grid reference vocabulary to locate 

London. 

Geographical skills and fieldwork  

use world maps, atlases and globes  

 

use simple compass directions to describe the 

location of features and routes on a map  

 

use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to 

recognise landmarks and basic human and 

physical features 

 

devise a simple map; and use and construct 

basic symbols in a key 

 

use simple fieldwork and observational skills to 

study the geography of their school and its 

grounds and the key human and physical 

features of its surrounding environment. 

City  

Maps 

England  

Landmarks 

Globe 

Landmarks 

Key Subject Specific Vocabulary  

Capital  

Countries 

Atlas 

Grid reference 

Co-ordinates 

North sea 

English channel 

Irish sea 

Atlantic ocean   

 

 

Ireland (Northern) 

Southern Ireland 

Scotland 

Wales 

London 

 

 
The World     Topic: Captain Cook     Term: Spring 1&2 

Foundations of previous learning:  

Year1: To know the 7 continents of the world and why some areas of the world are hot – and others are cold. Children should be able to identify which 

countries are suitable for which animals and why. Children should be able to read and draw simple maps, knowing which is land and which is sea. In 

Year 2, children should also have learned to read and use simple grid referencing when using maps.  

Unit Learning 

Substantive Knowledge  Disciplinary Knowledge  Key Transferrable Vocabulary  

 Be able to follow and plan a journey 

around the world, referring to countries, 

continents, oceans and seas.  

 To be able to predict what a country’s 

climate may be like, based on its location 

in the world  

 Use the 4 compass points confidently 

when talking about relational locations of 

countries (The UK is to the north of France, 

USA is to the west of the UK)  

 To know what a community needs when it 

settles somewhere – creating a map of a 

new community, referencing its location in 

the world and weather needs and 

physical and human features.  

Geographical skills and fieldwork  

use world maps, atlases and globes  

 

use simple compass directions to describe the 

location of features and routes on a map  

 

use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to 

recognise landmarks and basic human and 

physical features 

 

devise a simple map; and use and construct 

basic symbols in a key 

 

use simple fieldwork and observational skills to 

study the geography of their school and its 

grounds and the key human and physical 

features of its surrounding environment. 

Travel  

Transport  

Community  

Features  

Services  

Land  

Sea  

Border  

 

Key Subject Specific Vocabulary  

Maps  

Globes  

Atlases  

Continents  

Oceans  

Seas  

NSEW compass 

points (to the north 

of)  

Equator  

N / S Poles  

 

 
Kenya      Topic: Kenya      Term: Summer 1  

Foundations of previous learning:  

Year1: To know the 7 continents of the world and why some areas of the world are hot – and others are cold. Children should be able to identify which 

countries are suitable for which animals and why. Children should be able to read and draw simple maps, knowing which is land and which is sea. In 

Year 2, children should also have learned to read and use simple grid referencing when using map and be able to navigate their way around a world 

map confidently.   

Unit Learning 

Substantive Knowledge  Disciplinary Knowledge  Key Transferrable Vocabulary  

 Know Kenya is one of 54 African countries 

making up the continent of Africa – and 

the capital city is Nairobi   

 To be able to name the seas and oceans 

surrounding Africa. Know the Sahara 

desert  

 To understand the difference in African 

and UK climate – based on knowledge of 

the equator  

 To understand the landscape/terrain in 

Kenya and compare this to the UK. 

 To explore some differences in quality of 

life in Kenya and UK – and the reasons for 

this  

 To know that tourism is important in Kenya 

and the UK – how is it different – what do 

people expect to see? Know what is a 

reserve.  

 To know why English is an official language 

of Kenya  

Geographical skills and fieldwork  

use world maps, atlases and globes  

 

use simple compass directions to describe the 

location of features and routes on a map  

 

use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to 

recognise landmarks and basic human and 

physical features 

 

devise a simple map; and use and construct 

basic symbols in a key 

 

use simple fieldwork and observational skills to 

study the geography of their school and its 

grounds and the key human and physical 

features of its surrounding environment. 

Environment 

Features 

Landscape 

World 

World 

 

Surrounding 

Flag 

Climate 

Temperature 

Water 

Weather 

Desert 

 

Key Subject Specific Vocabulary  

Africa 

Maps  

Globes  

Atlases  

Continents  

Oceans  

Seas  

Kenya 

Terrain 

Equator  

N / S Poles 

Nairobi  

Mother tongue 

Reserves  

Tourism  

 Physical 

Human 

Sahara Desert  

 



National Curriculum | KS1 Geography 

 

 


