
Cambrai Primary School  

Key Stage 1 | History Curriculum  

 
The primary intent for our Key Stage 1 History Curriculum: (what does ready for KS2 mean?) 

 Children to know that history is a subject – focussing on learning about the past  

 Understand that ‘evidence’ is at the heart of history – and what kinds of evidence we can use  

 Understand that versions of history can be different -  because people have different opinions  

 Know their place in history – what has gone before is all history (e.g. prehistoric, BC / AD, living memory, recent) 

 Understand that history is divided in to periods – often linked to Monarchs  

 Know the key knowledge identified in each unit, so that they have a firm knowledge base to study at KS2 

 

Key Stage Overview 
 Autumn Spring Summer 

 1 2 1 2 1 2 

Year 1 

Mary Anning – 

significant 

palaeontologist  

Toys – Changes 

Over Time  (Living 

memory) 

 The Monarchy – 

Changes Over 

Time / Significant 

Individuals 

  

Year 2 

Great Fire of 

London – 

Significant Event & 

Person (Samuel 

Pepys) 

The Gunpowder 

Plot – Significant 

Event & Person 

(Guy Fawkes) 

Captain Cook – Significant Event & 

Person 

  

 

Year 1 

  
Mary Anning – Significant Individual – Palaeontologist  Topic: Dinosaurs Term: Autumn 1 

Foundations of previous learning: Early Years Curriculum  

Children know about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, materials and living things.  

They talk about the features of their own immediate environment and how environments might vary from one another.  

They make observations of animals and plants and explain why some things occur, and talk about changes.   

Unit Learning 

Substantive Knowledge  Disciplinary Knowledge  Key Transferrable Vocabulary  

 To identify and explain what a fossil is 

 Recall key information about Mary Anning. 

 To know periods of time 

(BC/AD/prehistoric) 

 Be able to use their knowledge and 

understanding to answers simple questions 

about the prehistoric past and changes to 

now 

 Know about processes and conditions that 

have an effect on dinosaurs 

 Be able to give some reasons for particular 

events and changes in prehistoric time 

 Place dinosaurs on simple timeline 

(understand passage of time)  

 Find out about what other plants and 

animals existed at the time of the 

dinosaurs 

 Understand how fossils are formed 

 Be able to say what we learn from fossils 

 Describe the work of a palaeontologist 

 Classify dinosaurs 

 Be able to explain why the dinosaurs died 

out 

 

Chronological understanding  

Uses words and phrases such as recently, before, 

after, now, later. 

Uses past and present when telling others about 

an event.  

Knowledge and understanding  

Uses information to describe the past. 

Uses information to describe differences between 

then and now. 

Recounts main events from a significant in history. 

Uses evidence to explain reasons why people in 

past acted as they did.  

Historical interpretation 

Looks at books and pictures (and eye-witness 

accounts, photos, artefacts, buildings and visits, 

internet) to find out about the past. 

Understands why some people in the past did 

things.  

Historical enquiry 

Looks carefully at pictures or objects to find 

information about the past. 

Asks and answers questions such as: ’what was it 

like for a ….?’, ‘what     happened in the past?’, 

‘how long ago did …. happen?’ 

Organisation and communication 

Writes simple stories and recounts about the past. 

Before 

After 

Now 

Later 

Dinosaur 

Past  

Present 

Century 

Period of time 

Carnivorous 

extinction 

herbivorous 

ice age 

extinction 

Disease 

evidence 

source  

jaws 

teeth 

skeleton 

muscles 

plates 

fossil 

identify 

Volcanic eruption 

Key Subject Specific Vocabulary  

Asteroid 

Dinosaur (names of 

various dinosaurs E.G. 

triceratops, 

diplodocus, 

brachiosaurus, 

centrosaurus, t-rex) 

crests 

AD  

BC 

 

land formation 

Pangaea  

Cretaceous 

Mesozoic 

Triassic 

Jurassic 

mya (million years 

ago)  

timeline 

palaeontologist 

prehistoric 

 

 

Toys – Changes Over Time  (Living memory)  Topic: Toys  Term: Autumn 2 

Foundations of previous learning: As Early Years (above) and Autumn Term 1   

To know periods of time (BC/AD/prehistoric) 

Uses words and phrases such as recently, before, after, now, later. 

Uses past and present when telling others about an event.  

Uses information to describe differences between then and now. 

Unit Learning 

Substantive Knowledge  Disciplinary Knowledge  Key Transferrable Vocabulary  

 To know that toys have changed over 

time. 

 To understand that trends have changed 

over time. 

 To identify changes that were made. 

 To understand why changes were made. 

 To know how to construct a simple time 

line 

 To use simple vocabulary relating to the 

past and present. 

 Know some toys that were in the past, that 

are played with today.  

Chronological understanding  

Sequence some events or 2 related objects in 

order. 

Uses words and phrases: old, new, young, days 

and months. 

Knowledge and understanding  

Tell the difference between past and present in 

own and other people’s lives.  

Historical interpretation 

Begins to identify and recount some details from 

the past from sources (e.g. pictures, stories).  

Historical enquiry 

Past 

Present 

Old 

New 

Newer 

Older 

Changes 

Toys 

Sources 

Better 

 

Time line 

sequence 

Young 

Days/months 

Years 

Memories 

Stories 

Recount 

Information 

Antique  

Key Subject Specific Vocabulary  



 Know what the effect of batteries / 

electricity in toys had in the kinds of toys 

that were in the past / present  

Finds answers to simple questions about the past 

from sources of information (e.g. pictures, 

stories).   

To know where to find the answers to their 

questions (family member, book, computer etc). 

  

 

 

The Monarchy – Changes Over Time / Significant Individuals  Topic: London Term: Spring 2 

Foundations of previous learning: As Early Years (above) and Autumn Term 2   

To know how to construct a simple time line 

Know what the effect of batteries / electricity in toys had in the kinds of toys that were in the past / present 

Sequence some events or 2 related objects in order. 

To know where to find the answers to their questions (family member, book, computer etc). 

Unit Learning 

Substantive Knowledge  Disciplinary Knowledge  Key Transferrable Vocabulary  

 To name the key members of the current 

royal family. 

 To know who Queen Victoria was. 

 To know the relationship between Queen 

Victoria and the current Queen (family 

tree) 

 To know when queen Victoria reigned 

1837-1901 – and how this links to the toys 

from living memory (Autumn 2 unit)  

 To know that it was called the ‘Victorian 

Era’ – and that eras are named after their 

monarch.  

 To name some significant events in her 

reign to impact family life  

o Invention of electricity  

o Telephone  

o Postage service  

o Modern toilet  

o Trains  

 To compare the changes to Britain over 

time. 

Knowledge and understanding  

Tell the difference between past and present in 

own and other people’s lives.  

Historical interpretation 

Begins to identify and recount some details from 

the past from sources (e.g. pictures, stories).  

Historical enquiry 

Finds answers to simple questions about the past 

from sources of information (e.g. pictures, stories).  

Organisation and communication 

Shows knowledge and understanding about the 

past in different ways (e.g. role play,   drawing, 

writing, talking). 

Monarchy 

Royal family 

Generation 

Britain 

Reign 

Past 

 

Present 

Significant 

History 

Changes 

Living memory 

Key Subject Specific Vocabulary  

Queen Victoria 

Alexander Bell  

Penny Post  

Michael Faraday  

Prince of Wales  

Queen Elizabeth II 

 

 

 

Year 2 
 

Great Fire of London – Significant Event & Person (Samuel Pepys) Topic: Great Fire of London Term: Autumn 1 

Foundations of previous learning: Year 1    

To know that it was called the ‘Victorian Era’ – and that eras are named after their monarch. 

To know who Queen Victoria was. (Link to monarch at the time Charles II) 

Sequence some events or 2 related objects in order. 

To know periods of time (BC/AD/prehistoric) 

Unit Learning 

Substantive Knowledge  Disciplinary Knowledge  Key Transferrable Vocabulary  

 The fire began in 1666.  

 Know where the fire took place. 

 Know that 1666 was within the Stuart 

period – and how this relates to the 

Victorian period studied in Year 1. 

 Know the events and timings of the Great 

Fire. 

 Know what made the fire spread so 

quickly. 

 Know how the fire stayed alight for so long. 

 Know Thomas Farynor and his family and 

their role. 

 Know the changes made after the fire – 

which even impact on today. 

 Know how people found out about the 

fire. 

 Know about the importance of artists and 

diaries in history and their role in recording 

information – Samuel Pepys. 

 Know what is an eye witness? 

Chronological understanding  

Uses words and phrases such as recently, before, 

after, now, later.  

Uses past and present when telling others about 

an event.  

Knowledge and understanding  

Uses information to describe the past.  

Uses information to describe differences between 

then and now.  

Recounts main events from a significant period in 

history.  

Uses evidence to explain reasons why people in 

past acted as they did.  

Historical interpretation  

Looks at books and pictures (and eye-witness 

accounts, photos, artefacts, buildings and visits, 

internet).  

Understands why some people in the past did 

things.  

Historical enquiry  

Looks carefully at pictures or objects to find 

information about the past.  

Asks and answers historical questions  

Estimates the ages of people by studying and 

describing their features.  

Organisation and communication  

Describes objects, people and events.  

Writes simple stories and recounts about the past. 

Destroyed 

Timber 

Time line 

Significant events 

Decade 

leather bucket River 

Thames 

Lord Mayor 

‘Razed to the 

ground’ 

Maid 

profiteers 

escape 

wooden 

buildings 

River Thames 

Scorched  

Inflamed  

diary 

Key Subject Specific Vocabulary  

Pudding Lane 

King Charles II Tudor 

period 

fire hooks 

 

Thomas Farynor 

Thatched roof 

Samuel Pepys 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Gunpowder Plot – Significant Event & Person (Guy Fawkes) Topic: Houses of Parliament  Term: Autumn 2  

Foundations of previous learning: Autumn 1    

Know that 1666 was within the Stuart period – and how this relates to the Victorian period studied in Year 1. 

Know about the importance of artists and diaries in history and their role in recording information – Samuel Pepys. 

Know the changes made after the fire – which even impact on today. 

This unit also builds upon the concept of monarchy from Year 1, as well as the broader understanding of ‘London’ from Year 1 Spring 2 and Year 2 

Autumn 1.  

Unit Learning 

Substantive Knowledge  Disciplinary Knowledge  Key Transferrable Vocabulary  

• To know who Guy Fawkes was and his role 

in The Gunpowder Plot. 

• Know the gunpoweder plot took place in 

the Stuart period (1605) – and how this links 

to the timings of the GFoL also in Stuart 

Period 

• To know the reasons behind the plot. 

• To know how changes to Guy Fawkes 

signature can be used a evidence – of 

torture  

• To understand the significance of 

Parliament and why it was targeted. 

• To understand the importance of the failed 

attempt of the plot and the impact on 

modern life. 

• To understand the importance of 

Parliament on the structure of the country. 

• To understand what it means to live in a 

democratic country. 
 

Chronological understanding  

Uses words and phrases such as recently, before, 

after, now, later.  

Uses past and present when telling others about 

an event.  

Knowledge and understanding  

Uses information to describe the past.  

Uses information to describe differences between 

then and now.  

Recounts main events from a significant period in 

history.  

Uses evidence to explain reasons why people in 

past acted as they did.  

Historical interpretation  

Looks at books and pictures (and eye-witness 

accounts, photos, artefacts, buildings and visits, 

internet).  

Understands why some people in the past did 

things.  

Historical enquiry  

Looks carefully at pictures or objects to find 

information about the past.  

Asks and answers questions such as: ’what was it 

like for a ….?’, ‘what happened in the past?’, 

‘how long ago did …. happen?’  

Organisation and communication  

Describes objects, people and events.  

Parliament 

Democracy 

Past 

Present 

Gunpowder 

Cellar  

 

 Signature  

Evidence  

Compare /  

comparison  

Barrels 

 

Key Subject Specific Vocabulary  

Guy Fawkes 

Gunpowder Plot 

 

Catholic  

Protestants 

 

Captain Cook – Significant Event & Person  Topic: London Term: Spring 1&2 

Foundations of previous learning: Year 1 and Year 2  

The periods of history of the Victorian and Stuarts    

The work of Mary Anning – a different kind of explorer – wanting to learn about the world 

How events in history can change the future – changes in fire safety from Great Fire of London, Security of Parliament (link to knowledge of the world – 

and battling of scurvy)  

Able to put ideas in to chronological order 

Unit Learning 

Substantive Knowledge  Disciplinary Knowledge  Key Transferrable Vocabulary  

• To know who Captain James Cook was. 

• To know he lived in the Georgian period  

• To know he was born in Marton 

(Middlesbrough) and moved to Staithes 

where his interest in ships began. 

• To know that he was a famous navigator.  

• To know the places that Captain Cook 

‘discovered’. 

• To question whether you can discover 

something – if someone already lives 

there?  

• To know the dates of his famous voyages. 

• To know why sailors had scurvy.  

• To be able to name the ships which he 

sailed in. 

• To know the countries that he visited and 

the differences in their cultures. 

• To know when Captain Cook died and 

how he was killed. 

• What was his legacy (first accurate map of 

pacific / knowledge of countries, and 

animals) 

• How are discoveries ‘named’ (modern 

Hawaii was initially named Sandwich 

Islands by Cook after Earl of Sandwich).    

Chronological understanding  

Puts 3 people, events or objects in order using a 

given scale (3 main voyages). 

Uses words and phrases such as recently, before, 

after, now, later. 

Uses past and present when telling others about 

an event.  

Knowledge and understanding  

Uses information to describe the past. 

Uses information to describe differences between 

then and now. 

Recounts main events from a significant in history. 

Uses evidence to explain reasons why people in 

past acted as they did.  

Historical interpretation 

Looks at books and pictures (and eye-witness 

accounts, photos, artefacts, buildings and visits, 

internet). 

Understands why some people in the past did 

things.  

Historical enquiry 

Looks carefully at pictures or objects to find 

information about the past. 

Asks and answers questions such as: ’what was it 

like for a ….?’, ‘what     happened in the past?’, 

‘how long ago did …. happen?’ 

Organisation and communication 

Describes objects, people and events. 

Writes own date of birth. 

Writes simple stories and recounts about the past. 

 

Captain Cook 

Ship 

Voyage 

Travel 

Discovery 

Discover 

Killed 

  

Navigator 

Achievement 

Endeavour (verb) 

Resolution 

Royal Navy 

Key Subject Specific Vocabulary  

Marton 

Staithes 

Great Ayton 

Whitby 

Endeavour (noun) 

Tahiti 

Pacific  

Antarctica  

 

New Zealand Great 

Barrier Reef of 

Australia  

Tonga,  

Easter Island,  

Terra Australis 

Scurvy  
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